
A Tale of Two Sisters

Dr. 
Christy 
Savage, 
D.M.D.

Gus Mayer, our chic partner for over thirty years 
sponsors the 59th Annual Linly Heflin Scholarship Fashion Show 

Sarah O’Kelley,  
Ph.D.

Focus on our Scholars

Orthodontist

Dr. Brooke 
Shepard Orr,  M.D.
Family Physician

Dr. Pamela Shepard 
Schagren, O.D.

Director of 
the Autism 
Spectrum 
Disorders 
Clinic at the 
UAB Civitan-
Sparks Clinics.

Optometrist

UAB Professor,
and

LinlyThe
NewsletterHeflin

“Educate a Woman and You Educate a Family”
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 Geraki, Greece, the hometown of 
Christy’s parents

Alexandra, Jeb, Katherine and 
Christy overlooking Geraki, Greece

Christy’s dad, Arris John 
Jebeles (second from left) 
with his siblings when they 

were children in Greece

     Arris would often tell Christy and her brothers and sister that an 
education was the one thing that could never be taken from them.  Arris 
and Olga knew the way to take full advantage of the opportunities 

available in America was to obtain a good education.  
They were committed to helping the children gain 
a college education, but Christy and her siblings 
are close in age and knew they needed to apply for 
any scholarship funds available to them.  Christy 
graduated from Berry High School in 1981, and 
her excellent academic record earned her a full 
tuition scholarship to the University of Alabama in 
Birmingham.  She planned to live at home during 
college, so her tuition, room and board were 
covered.  Christy applied for and was awarded the 
Linly Heflin scholarship, which provided the amount 

Christy’s dad (left) with a 
friend in Birmingham

of funds she needed for books, school fees and her remaining college 
expenses.
     Christy decided early in her teens that she wanted to be an 
orthodontist, and after graduating from UAB in 1986, she went on to the 
University’s School of Dentistry, graduating with honors in 1990 as the 
first female graduate of the Dental School’s Orthodontics Department.  
She completed a three-year residency in Orthodontics, as well as a post-
doctoral Master of Science degree, and Christy has been a practicing 
orthodontist for 24 years.  Christy built her own office in Trussville 
and in 2012, she and Dr. Sherri Weissman opened Great Smiles 
Orthodontics in Crestline Village.  Over the years, Christy has been a 
strong supporter of her alma mater and her profession, serving as the first 
female president of the Alabama Association of Orthodontists and the 

Alabama Orthodontic Alumni 
Association.  She is a member 
of the American Dental 
Association and several other 
professional associations, and 
currently serves on the Dean’s 

Leadership Council of the UAB School of Dentistry.
     Christy believes her parents’ experience as immigrants to the United 
States affected her life in profound ways.  Arris and Olga worked 
extremely hard to give their children opportunities that had not been 
available to them, and Christy is very grateful for the sacrifices her 
parents made as well as the traits they instilled in their children.  Each 
of the children have advanced degrees and are successful professionals. 
However, while Arris and Olga did their best to adapt to life in their 
new country, they found some American customs more difficult to 
accept.  There were many times when Christy or her siblings had to 
serve as interpreters for their parents, a role which caused the children 
to grow up quickly.  Her parents were very strict and traditional in 
their ways and they did not understand American customs about 

By Shirley Elliott

dating, which made 
for some challenging 
moments for Christy 
and her sister, especially 
during high school 
and college.  In her 
parents’ traditional 

Greek culture, girls and young women did not go out on dates with 
boys unless wedding plans were already being made.  In addition, 
young women were expected to live at home until they were married, 
so Christy and her sister knew they would live at home while 
they attended college.  It was sometimes difficult to explain these 
differences to friends but it resulted in Christy having a soft spot in 
her heart for individuals who feel different due to language, cultural, 
physical or emotional barriers.  Christy’s empathetic nature carries over 
to her orthodontic practice where she can readily relate to teenage girls 
or boys who are embarrassed by their smiles before treatment.  
     While she was in dental school, Christy’s brother introduced her to 
a fellow medical student, Lauren Savage.  Lauren spent his childhood 
in Piedmont, Alabama, but moved to Birmingham during high school, 
graduating from Mountain Brook High School and then Birmingham-
Southern College.  Christy and Lauren were a perfect match and 
they were married in 1990.  In between their years of training for 
their respective professions (Lauren is an orthopedic surgeon with 
Alabama Ortho Spine and Sports), Christy and Lauren had three 
beautiful children: their daughter, Alexandra, was born in 1996 and is 
a sophomore at the University of Alabama; Katherine was born in 2001 
and is a senior in high school; and their son, Jeb, was born in 2006 and 

Christy with her Aunt Helen and 
Uncle John in the kitchen of Christy’s 
mother’s childhood home in Geraki

is in his first year of middle school.  Christy and Lauren are similar in 
their work ethic and commitment to family and education.  Lauren’s 
father, Perry Savage, is also an orthopedic surgeon who practices with 
his son, and Lauren’s mother, Kay Webb Savage, has a law degree, 
taught high school, and has managed her husband and son’s orthopedic 
practice for many years.
      Christy says that the Linly Heflin scholarship reduced the financial 
burden of her education on her parents when they had three children 
in college at the same time. She is very grateful for the confidence the 
Linly Heflin Unit showed in her and is eager to pass on her family’s 
emphasis on education to her own children.  Christy loves being a 
mother and she loves her profession.  She knows what a blessing that 
is, and her passion for life is contagious.  Certainly her patients, both 
girls and boys, also learn from Christy’s dedication to excellence in 
her practice and her concern for each patient.  Christy Jebeles Savage 
represents the best of the mission of Linly Heflin Unit – “When you 
educate a woman, you educate a family” – and we are very proud of 
her accomplishments and the example she sets for others. 

Christy’s brother, her paternal grandmother 
and her uncle with another gentleman seated 
in front of the Parthenon (There are no ropes 
around the Parthenon and they are seated on 

the columns!)

Each child worked at Andrew’s Sandwich 
Shop as soon as they were able and all 

through their school years. Christy recalls 
working there in between her classes at the 

UAB School of Dentistry.

Christy served as the first female 
president of the Alabama 

Association of Orthodontists and 
the Alabama Orthodontic Alumni 

Association

Christy with her parents and her 
three siblings

Christy says that the Linly Heflin scholarship reduced 
the financial burden when her parents had three 

children in college at the same time.

Arris and Olga strived to instill the 
values of honesty, commitment to 

family and church, and a strong work 
ethic in their four children

Christy is 
rightfully 
proud of 

her heritage 
as the child 

of first 
generation 

Greek 
immigrants.

Christy’s paternal 
great grandparents

Olga and Arris at their restaurant, 
Andrew’s Sandwich Shop on University 

Boulevard and 20th Street

Christy has a soft spot in her heart 
for individuals who feel different due 

to language, cultural, physical or 
emotional barriers.

Christy’s high school 
senior photo

Christy at work in her office in Crestline, Alabama
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Some individuals discover their life’s 
work at an early age.  Christy Jebeles 
Savage, this year’s speaker for the Linly 
Heflin Scholarship Fashion Show, says 
wearing braces as an awkward teen 
changed her life.  When the braces 
came off, she was so amazed at the 
transformation in her smile – which 
she had hated for years – that she knew 

she wanted to give the same life-changing experience to others.  
      Christy has an infectious personality and she is rightfully proud of 
her heritage as the child of first generation Greek immigrants.  Christy’s 
father, Arris Jebeles, came to the United States in 1952 from Geraki, 
a small village near Sparta in Greece.  In 1958, he returned to Geraki 
to marry Christy’s mother, Olga, and the next year the couple returned 
to America to settle in Birmingham where Arris had a job working 
for his uncle’s sandwich shop (Andrew’s Sandwich Shop near UAB).  
Arris and Olga joined Birmingham’s large Greek community, and over 
the years they welcomed four children to their family, Patricia, John, 
Christy and Chris.  
     Arris and Olga worked hard to make the sandwich shop successful, 
and eventually Arris took over the business from his uncle.  Devoted 
parents, Arris and Olga strived to instill the values of honesty, 

commitment to the family and their church, and a strong work ethic in 
each of their children.  Andrew’s was a true family business in every 
sense and it served as a perfect training ground where Christy and her 
siblings learned cooking skills, customer service, and effective business 
practices.  Olga and Arris were a great team, and each of the children 
worked at Andrew’s as soon as they were able and continued to do so 
all through their school years.  They learned to pay careful attention to 
details and to always do their best in everything they did, attributes that 
have served them well in their respective professions.  
     Christy and her siblings went to Berry High School where they 

each excelled academically.  Most of their time outside of school was 
spent working in the shop, but there were fun times, too. Christy has 
fond memories of getting an ICEE with her dad, playing outside in the 
evenings, riding her bike to the local swimming pool and spending 
time with friends.  During most summers, the family would travel to 
Greece to visit their relatives in Geraki, so while the children grew up 
as Americans, they maintained their ties to their Greek heritage.

Dr. Christy Jebeles Savage, D.M.D., 
Orthodontist

Christy graduated with honors 
as the first female graduate of 
the UAB School of Dentistry 
Orthodontics Department.

Christy, Jeb and Lauren 
enjoyed a trip to Alaska in 

September 2017

Christy’s father-in-law Dr. 
Perry Savage, Jr. and Jeb 

with his cousin Ben Savage

L-R   Lauren, Jeb, Katherine, Alexandra and 
Christy 

L-R  Christy, Katherine, Alexandra and Lauren
Both girls were on the State Championship 

winning Vestavia Hills High School Soccer team 

Christy with her kids, aunt, 
uncle and cousins in front of her 
grandparents’ house in Greece



Dr. Sarah O’Kelley, Assistant Professor 
at UAB’s Department of Psychology, has 
been involved in research and clinical 
activities with individuals with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) for almost 20 
years. Dr. O’Kelley received her Doctorate 
in Clinical Child Psychology from the 
University of Alabama in 2006, and is 
currently the highly-respected Director 
of the Autism Spectrum Disorders Clinic 
at the UAB Civitan-Sparks Clinics.                                                                                                                                         
      Sarah grew up in Jefferson County and 
attended Chalkville Elementary School and 
Hewitt-Trussville High School. She was an 
exemplary student, making near-perfect 

grades in every class.  Always active as a child, Sarah developed an 
early passion for dancing, beginning dance classes at four years old, 
and continuing dancing throughout high school.  Her favorite activity at 
Hewitt-Trussville High School was being a member of the Highsteppers 

and the color guard in the Huskies marching band, spending countless 
summer vacation days and autumn afternoons at practices. Another 
great love of Sarah’s was creative writing, and she began writing poetry 
when she was only ten years old. During her high school years, she 
also enjoyed writing essays and short stories, and had several of these 
published in the Hewitt literary magazine.  As an advanced placement 
English student, she continually worked to improve her writing—a 
skill she has certainly put to good use, for she has authored and co-
authored many scholarly papers and books throughout her professional 

Kevin, Sarah, Caroline and 
Hannah

By Katy Terry

L-R: Caroline, Kevin, Hannah, June and SarahSarah, Kevin, Caroline and 
Hannah at baby June’s christening

Caroline playing soccer

in several 5-K’s.  She is currently training to run a half-marathon in 
memory of Kevin.  One almost gets exhausted, just learning about 
Sarah’s life and accomplishments. Dr. Laura Klinger, Sarah’s former 

career.  Sarah participated in many other extracurricular activities at 
Hewitt-Trussville, and received several academic honors.  For two 
consecutive summers, she attended Jefferson State Community College 
on scholarship, earning 20 hours of college credit before graduating 
from high school. During the summer before her senior year of high 
school, she also completed a preceptorship in pediatric medicine, which 
awakened in her a desire for a career in the medical field.
       During Sarah’s senior year, she made plans to enroll in the University 
of Alabama in Tuscaloosa, after having considered and visited several 
other colleges. Recognizing that her parents would be unable to provide 
her with much financial help, she applied for various scholarships, and 
due to her stellar high school record, she won a full tuition scholarship 
from the University. Sarah still lacked funds for living expenses, however, 
and she was thrilled when a Linly Heflin scholarship took care of this 

need. In May of 1996, she graduated from Hewitt-Trussville High School 
with a 4.146 G.P.A. as one of the top students in her class.  Sarah entered 
the University of Alabama that fall with medicine as her career goal. She 
reconsidered, however, after struggling in Chemistry 101 and receiving 
the one and only C of her scholastic career!  Realizing that many more 
chemistry courses would be required for medical school, she decided 
to change her major.  Sarah enrolled in a Psychology course during her 
sophomore year, and literally fell in love with the subject. In her junior 
year, she joined the research lab of Dr. Laura Klinger, a well-known 
clinical researcher in the field of Autism Spectrum Syndrome.  Due 
to Dr. Klinger’s influence, Sarah became 
tremendously interested in children and teens 
with autism and decided to make this the 
focus of her future career.  During her four 
years at the University she made top grades in 
the Honors program, was consistently on the 
Dean’s list, and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa.  
In May of 2000 she received her Bachelor 
of Arts in Psychology, magna cum laude.                                                                                                                                           
      2000 was truly a banner year for Sarah, 
as shortly after graduation she met her future 
husband, Kevin O’Kelley, at a wedding in 
Trussville. A native of Huffman, Kevin had a 
degree in Journalism from UAB, and when 
they met, he was serving as the Youth Director 

Hannah, Caroline and Sarah with June 
during her first trip to Disney World

of the Huffman United Methodist Church.  Sarah and Kevin were married 
at a lovely wedding at Huffman UMC in May 2002.  For the next few 
years, Kevin kept his position with the church while Sarah volunteered 

with many of the youth programs 
and continued her education.  After 
receiving her undergraduate degree 
2000, Sarah had immediately entered 
the University of Alabama’s graduate 
program in Psychology and after six 
years of intensive study under the wise 
guidance of her mentor and friend, Dr. 
Laura Klinger, she received her PhD. 
in Clinical Psychology in December 
of 2006. Still not quite satisfied 
that her professional education was 
complete, Sarah’s next step was to 
enroll in a Postdoctoral Fellowship in 
Developmental Disabilities at the UAB 
Civitan International Research Center 
Sparks Clinic in Birmingham.
      After completing her fellowship 
in 2009, Sarah accepted a position 
as clinical psychologist at UAB 
Civitan-Sparks Clinics, and later as 
Assistant Professor at UAB, beginning 
a professional career that has been 
extremely fruitful.  As Director and 

In 2009 the family was devastated 
when Kevin was diagnosed with 

kidney cancer.

Clinical Psychologist of the 
Autism Spectrum Disorders 
Clinic at UAB Civitan-Sparks 
Clinics, she visits schools in 
Birmingham and surrounding 
areas for consultations with 
autistic students, and also for 
training sessions with special 
education teachers. Two 
days each week she directs a 
clinic that diagnoses children 
with ASD and provides for 
their therapy.  In addition to 

gave up his post at Huffman United Methodist Church, accepting a 
position as retail manager at Pet Supplies Plus, while continuing to 
volunteer with a small groups ministry at the church. Sarah and Kevin 
thoroughly enjoyed their children, and spending time with them took 
priority over everything else in their lives. However, in 2009 the whole 
family was devastated when Kevin was diagnosed with kidney cancer. 
Surgery seemed to help for a while, but then the cancer returned. The 
next several years were hard for the entire family as Kevin struggled 

to fight the disease. Sarah remembers 
how brave and steadfast Kevin was, 
continuing to hold a job until just a 
few months before his untimely death 
in 2015. Sarah drew strength from 

her clinical work, she dedicates a 
great deal of time to training UAB 
graduate students in clinical skills 
and research focused on ASD 
and related disorders. She does 
extensive research in such areas as 
cognitive and behavioral problems 
of individuals with ASD, screening 
and early identification, sibling 
and family functioning, and group 
social skills interventions. She is 
active in programs focused on 
early identification of ASD, and is 
currently President of the Alabama 
Autism Providers Network. She is 

“
”

Sarah married Kevin O’Kelley 
in 2002

Sarah as a 
Highstepper

Sarah is in demand as a speaker on behalf 
of various Autism Spectrum Disorder 

programs all over the state.

also in constant demand as a speaker on behalf of various ASD programs 
all over the state.
      During her years of education and afterwards, Sarah and Kevin 
shared a very happy life together.  They established a home in Trussville, 
and were blessed with three beautiful daughters: Hannah (who is now 
13 years old), Caroline (now 10) and June (now 5). Kevin eventually 

becoming, and I thoroughly enjoyed 
that connection.”
         The Linly Heflin is proud indeed 
to have helped with the education of 
such an outstanding young woman.

Sarah speaking at the 
Alabama Autism Conference 

in Tuscaloosa

her daughters, church, friends, family, and 
community throughout this heartbreaking 
time and afterwards.
        The responsibilities that Sarah 
now carries would be overwhelming to 
many women. Not only does she have 
a tremendously demanding professional 
career, she is also a single parent to three 
energetic children. The girls enjoy attending 
Trussville city schools, and are involved in 
sports and other activities.  Hannah and 
Caroline play competitive soccer, requiring 
travel throughout the state and Southeast 
much of the year. Five-year-old June is a 
gymnastics enthusiast, and needs frequent 
transportation for her events. Not to be 
outdone by her daughters, Sarah runs 
several times each week, and has competed 

Sarah is     an asset to all children with autism, as well as a 
true inspiration to all single working mothers with young 
children at home  Assistant Professor at UAB’s Department of Psychology

Director and Clinical Psychologist of the Autism Spectrum Disorders Clinic at UAB 
Civitan-Sparks Clinic

professor, mentor, and dear friend, heaps praise upon her, telling us that 
she was one of the most outstanding students she has ever had. She 
also calls Sarah “an asset to all children with autism, as well as a true 
inspiration to all single working mothers with young children at home”.
        When asked whether the Linly Heflin scholarship was a true 
benefit to her, Sarah replied: “The Linly Heflin scholarship was helpful 
in paying for my dorm and fees, but offered much more than that. 
Beginning with the interview with Linly Heflin members, it was clear 
that this was a group that was investing much more than the scholarship 
in my future. I was pleasantly surprised to find that I had a LInly 
Heflin mentor, Mrs. Truehart Carl, who wrote to me and visited with 
me throughout my time in Tuscaloosa. This was a reminder of all the 
people who supported me and who cared about what I was doing and 

Hannah during a soccer game

June after a ballet 
recitalL-R: Caroline, June and Hannah at the beach

Sarah during a 
summer shadowing 

experience

Sarah and her mother, 
Marie Florence, at her 

graduation from Hewitt-
Trussville High School

Sarah and Kevin

Dr. Laura Klinger

In the summer before her senior year, Sarah 
completed a preceptorship in pediatric medicine

Sarah received her PhD in 2006
L-R: Vanessa Crump (stepmother) Sarah, 

Hannah and Bill Crump (father)

Sarah O’Kelley, Ph.D.
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Jenna White*

Eugenia Ross Beatty “Gene” Dean 
Eugenia Ross Beatty Dean “Gene 
Dean” was born April 28, 1918 to 
Rosa B. Horton and Eugene C. Beatty 
in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. She died on 
March 14, 2016 in Newport Beach, 
California at the age of ninety-seven.
 
Gene attended local schools, 
graduating from Tuscaloosa High 
School in 1936. After high school, she 
attended the University of Alabama.  
During summers in Virginia, Gene 
enjoyed spending many weekends 
in Washington, D.C. and decided 
to find a job there for a few years 
before returning to finish school at the 
University of Alabama.  She worked 
in Washington for several years in 
different governmental departments 
before joining Congressman George 

Andrews of Alabama and his staff in Washington and campaigning for 
him in Alabama.

Gene heard from friends about the beautiful weather and friendly people 
in California, and she moved to Santa Monica, California after college.  
She met and later married Elmer Dean, who was appointed Postmaster 
in Santa Monica by President Eisenhower and served twenty years 
before his retirement.  The Deans eventually moved to Newport Beach, 
California to be near longtime friends and enjoyed many new friends, 
too. Sadly and much too soon, Elmer became ill and died in 1987, and 
was buried in the Dean family plot in Santa Monica.

Gene was quite a character and a unique individual who had a variety 

of interests.  She loved sports, including NASCAR, and once even 
drove a racecar.  Football, however, was her favorite sport and she 
was always interested in news about her beloved Tide.  As a teen, 
she kept her “pep squad” busy during football season and even 
had permission from the high school football coach to ride on the 
bus with the players to out-of-town football games.  She was even 
known to jump over the practice field fence after the coach blew the 
whistle to end the practice and she would throw the football with the 
players.

She loved life and traveled around the world. She met a lot of 
wonderful people who remained friends of hers over the years.  
Throughout her life, no matter where she was, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 
was always her beloved home as was evident by her generosity to 
her hometown and the special place in her heart she had for her 
hometown friends.  Gene loved receiving articles about Tuscaloosa 
or Alabama sports from her friends at home, carefully marking each 
clipping with the sender’s name, the date and the newspaper. She 
never tired of talking about her hometown team to anyone who 
would listen and was known as the “Roll Tide” girl among her 
California friends and neighbors.

Another special interest of Gene’s was the Linly Heflin Unit in 
Birmingham which she followed through her longtime friendship 
with Linly Heflin member, Ann Adams Pritchard.  Gene was an 
enthusiastic supporter and a true cheerleader for the mission of Linly 
Heflin, and she established the Eugenia B. Dean Scholarship Fund in 
honor of her dear friend, Ann.  Gene Dean was well known among 
the Linly Heflin Unit members, and she could always be counted on 
for a generous contribution to help just one more girl attend college.  
The Linly Heflin Unit will always be grateful for the support of Gene 
Dean, and for the encouragement she always gave to us and to our 
scholarship recipients, both in word and in deed.

Ann Adams Pritchard
Ann Pritchard was known for her community service. She 
was very involved with the University of Alabama, where 
she was a member of the President’s Cabinet, and was the 
first woman to serve as the National Alumni Association 
President. Ann was instrumental in getting Game Day tents 
on the University of Alabama Quad in the late1970s, and 
she was very helpful to Kappa Delta Sorority where she 
received numerous awards. In Birmingham, “Mrs. Ann” 
served on the Mountain Brook Board of Education for 
twenty years, and was on the Board of the Junior League and 
many other organizations. But, Linly Heflin was dear to her 
heart.

Ann loved the history of the Linly Heflin Unit, and the fact 
that her mother-in-law was one of the earliest members 
of Linly Heflin. Her daughters-in-law, Allison Pritchard 
and Pam Pritchard, and nieces Pat Forman and Dalton 
Blankenship, continue to be involved as members of Linly 
Heflin today. In 1994, Ann was the President of Linly Heflin, 
and she remained an active member until she passed away 
in 2010. She was on the Scholarship Committee almost 
every year, and many times she would find a way to fund 
“one more” scholarship for a deserving young woman.

One of the people Ann called on to fund Linly Heflin 
Scholarships was her childhood friend, Gene Dean. Both 
girls grew up in Tuscaloosa, and they stayed in touch 
all of their lives, even though Gene spent her adult life 
in California. For years, Ann cut out articles from the 
Tuscaloosa and Birmingham newspapers and sent them 
across the country to Gene. In this way, Gene knew what 
was going on with Alabama football, and with Linly Heflin! 
When long distance calls became affordable, Ann and Gene 
had wonderful conversations on the phone.

Eugenia “Gene” Dean
April 28, 1918-March 14, 2016

Gene Dean agreed with Ann Pritchard that helping Alabama women go to college was 
very important. “Educate a woman, and you educate a family.” Gene began sending 
donations to Linly Heflin in honor of Ann. The checks became more frequent, and 
eventually, Gene told Ann that she was going to leave something to Linly Heflin in her 
will.

Gene Dean died March 14, 2016, and, true to her word, Gene left a generous gift to 
Linly Heflin. This money will allow Linly Heflin to give scholarships to not just “one 
more” deserving young woman, but to many more. By sharing her love of Linly Heflin 
with Gene Dean, and by her devoted service to Linly Heflin, Ann Pritchard made a 
lasting impact on the organization. Many young women and their families will be 
blessed for years to come.
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Back Row L-R: Adams, Frank, Tom, Ann Bailey, Brother, Shelton, Billy and Billy Pritchard     
Front Row L-R: Pam, Thomas, Anna, Ann, MaryRose, Brooking and Allison Pritchard

(Many thanks to Dee Moore Photography)
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Beverly Shepard with Brooke and Pamela

Bill, Beverly, Brooke and Pamela on their farm at Easter

Beverly, Pamela, Brooke and Bill at 
Christmas

Pamela and Brooke feeding the calves

 From their earliest years, both girls were expected to help 
their parents with chores around the farm.

A Tale of Two Sisters
Education was always a priority with Bill and Beverly.

Pamela and Brooke

It is a privilege to write about two remarkable 
sisters who are past Linly Heflin scholars: 
Brooke Shepard Orr, M.D., and Pamela 
Shepard Schagren, O.D.  Raised in a rural 
setting, and lacking the advantages of a 
highly ranked public school system, both of 
the sisters had great success academically 
at the University of Alabama. Subsequently, 
Brooke earned a degree from the University of 
Alabama’s School of Medicine, while Pamela 
graduated from UAB’s School of Optometry.  
Both sisters are now pursuing successful 
careers in their chosen fields: Brooke is a 
family physician in Palm Harbor, Florida, while 
Pamela is practicing optometry in Smyrna, 
Georgia.  
      Brooke and Pamela’s parents, Bill and 
Beverly Shepard, were both descended from 
Florida families that had been connected with 
agriculture for many years.  Bill’s father, uncle, 
and grandfather all owned dairy farms, while 
Beverly’s family was involved with the citrus 
industry. Bill and Beverly, who met in high 
school, married at an early age. Later, they 
both earned college degrees: Bill graduated 

from the University of Florida with a B.S. 
Degree in Agriculture, while Beverly 
received a degree in Business Administration 
from Santa Fe Community College in 
Gainesville. After college, Bill worked on his 
father’s and an uncle’s dairy farms for several 
years, then decided to get out on his own. 
In 1982, he and Beverly purchased 400 
acres of farmland on Lookout Mountain, 
about ten miles from Collinsville, Alabama.  
At the time of their move their girls were 
quite small: Brooke was less than two, while 
Pamela was only six weeks old. Leaving 
their home and family members behind was 
difficult for Bill and Beverly, and contending 
with Alabama’s unpredictable weather was 
somewhat of a shock, especially since they 
encountered a brutal ice storm during their 
very first winter on the farm.  Later they 
learned to appreciate the beauty of the 
Lookout Mountain area, and the changing 
seasons. When they first bought the land, 
it was undeveloped, but after three years 
of extremely hard work, Bill and Beverly 
had it up and running as an operational 

dairy farm. Running the farm became a 
family endeavor: while Bill had the major 
responsibilities, Beverly took over caring for the 
calves, enlisting the help of the two girls when 
they were old enough. Brooke and Pamela 
were particularly helpful at feeding times, and 
enjoyed holding the big bottles for the calves. 
However, when it came to cleaning the barn 
that was another matter entirely!  Both girls 
enjoyed growing up on the farm, and having 
so much room for biking and riding their 
gentle Appaloosa, as well as driving their four-
wheeler.
      In addition to performing farm chores, 
the girls were expected to do well in school, 
for education was always a priority with Bill 
and Beverly.  An additional influence upon 
the girls was Bill’s mother, Joy, who enjoyed a 
long career as an elementary school teacher 
and principal. Joy showered love upon her 
granddaughters, and constantly encouraged 
them to study hard and make good grades.  
They both credit their grandmother with 
instilling within them a love for learning and 
succeeding in school.  



Brooke on her 
wedding day

L-R  Beverly Shepard, 
Brooke and Pamela at 
Brooke’s baby shower

By Katy Terry

Brooke and Lance were married  in June 2004.
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Dr. Brooke Shepard Orr, M.D.

      Brooke Shepherd, who was 
two years ahead of her sister in 
school, was an early reader and 
a top-notch student from the 
start. Both she and Pamela were 
Dekalb County Gifted Program 
Scholars throughout their 
school years. One of Brooke’s 
earliest interests was learning 
to twirl a baton, and she began 
taking baton lessons in the first 
grade, along with some of her 
friends. This interest continued 
throughout elementary and 
junior high school years, and 
she was gratified when she 
eventually became the band’s 
chief majorette in high school.  

Other extracurricular activities included playing the flute in the band, 
cheerleading, playing on the volleyball team, and serving as the 
Scholar’s Bowl Captain.  During high school Brooke began thinking 
about making medicine her career. Always a straight-A student, she 
was particularly fascinated by her science classes.  In her early years 
she had enjoyed seeing television shows concerning medicine and 
surgery, and for a while she nurtured the ambition of becoming an 
orthopedic surgeon. During the summer between her junior and senior 
years, Brooke was given a scholarship by the Rural Health Scholar’s 
Program. During her six weeks on the University of Alabama campus 
she earned nine college credits. More importantly, the experience 
awakened within her the determination to go to Alabama, and 
ultimately, to attend medical school.

Brooke is very active in the Florida Academy of Family 
Physicians, a professional group that strives to make 
healthcare a more meaningful experience for both 
physicians and patients.     

As a Family Physician Brooke enjoys seeing and 
treating entire families. Her patients range from small 

children to grandparents, including a 96-year-old.
       Unfortunately, while her parents 
fully supported her decision to go 
to college, they were unable to help 
her financially at that time. The dairy 
business had not prospered, and in 
1997 her father had been forced to sell 
the business and enter the field of real 
estate.  A high school counselor advised Brooke to apply for financial 
help, and with her excellent record, Brooke received a coveted 
Presidential Scholarship, which paid her tuition. In addition, a Linly 
Heflin scholarship covered her living expenses.
      Following her May graduation as Salutatorian of her Collinsville 
High School Class, Brooke entered the University of Alabama in the 

fall of 1998. As a member of the honors 
program, she made excellent grades in every 
subject, and was consistently on the Dean’s 
List.  She participated in many campus 
activities, and particularly enjoyed being 
a member of a crew team.  Along with her 
campus activities, Brooke found time to earn 
extra spending money by working in various 
campus offices, and serving as a counselor 
for the Rural Scholars Program. She greatly 

Eliza Kate and Joshua

enjoyed spending a semester abroad in Glasgow University, Scotland 
and during this time, she and some companions were able to tour all 
of the major countries of Europe. During another summer, she spent 
six weeks in Ecuador studying medical Spanish.  One of the highlights 
of this trip was being able to take a four-day hiking trip through Peru 
to Machu Picchu.  Perhaps the happiest event of her undergraduate 
career was meeting her future husband, Lance Orr, a native of 
Tuscaloosa, in a chemistry lab during her sophomore year. The couple 
spent several happy years of courtship before their marriage in 2004.  
During her senior year, she was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, and was 
admitted to the UAB School of Medicine.  Brooke graduated from the 
University of Alabama in June 2002, magna cum laude, with a B.S. in 
Biology.  
      In the fall of that year, Brooke entered medical school at UAB. 
Once again, Linly Heflin came to her aid, awarding her a special 

Family Physician

Brooke was Chief Majorette at 
Collinsville High School

During her semester abroad Pamela posed with friends at 
the Rodin Statue “The Thinker” and the Arc de Triomphe in 

Paris. August 2000, age 19

Brooke, Beverly and Pamela 
decorating Brooke’s birthday cake

scholarship reserved for medical students.  
Brooke’s scholastic skills and excellent 
work ethic helped her to compile an 
impressive record in medical school. 
For a while she was unsure which field 
of medicine to specialize in, however, a 
rotation in family medicine convinced her 
to become a family physician. In June, 
2004, she and Lance were married in a 
lovely wedding at the beautiful Natural 
History Museum on the University of 
Alabama campus.  In 2006, Brooke’s 
family proudly watched as she received 
her M.D. from the UAB School of 

Medicine.      
      Brooke and Lance’s next 
move was to Clearwater, 
Florida, where she served a 
three-year residency with the 
University of South Florida.  
Since 2009, Brooke has served 
as a Family Physician with the 
Bay Care Medical Group in 
Palm Harbor, which is near 
Clearwater. She is extremely 
happy with the specialty that 
she chose, for she enjoys seeing 
and treating entire families. 
Her patients range from small 
children to grandparents, with 

  Brooke on a 4 day hike on the way to Machu Picchu, Peru, 2003 
between 1st and 2nd year med school when she was participating in the 

Medical School Enrichment Project in Ecuador sponsored by UASOM

Lance, Joshua and Brooke celebrating 
Eliza Kate’s first birthday

Collinsville High school 
volleyball team - Brooke is on 

the front row on the right

Brooke’s residency 
graduation 2009

Member of Collinsville High School 
Homecoming Court with her dad

Brooke graduated from the 
University of Alabama in June 

2002, magna cum laude.

Brooke graduated from 
the University of Alabama 

School of Medicine in 2006

Pamela and Brooke

her oldest patient being 96 years old!  In addition to her 
practice, she is very active in the Florida Academy of Family 
Physicians, a professional group that strives to make healthcare 
a more meaningful experience for both physicians and patients.                                                                                                                                        
       Brooke and Lance are now the proud parents of two lively 
children: Joshua, who is four, and Eliza Kate, one and a half years old. 

“Growing up in an economically disadvantaged family, Linly Heflin helped provide me with the 
freedom to achieve my academic goals, which eventually led to my becoming a family doctor.”

At present, Lance has chosen to be a “stay at home dad”, and takes 
full responsibility for the children while Brooke is at her office. Brooke 
calls him an “awesome Dad”, and credits him with helping Josh and 
Eliza Kate to develop into “happy, well-socialized children”. Brooke 
is thankful that her practice doesn’t involve after-hours and week-end 
responsibilities, but enables her to devote that time to being a full-
time wife and mother. She and her husband’s lives center around their 
children and family activities and they enjoy being close to many of 
Brooke’s Florida relatives. They are devoted members of the Heritage 
United Methodist Church in Clearwater, and also participate in many 
programs provided by the local YMCA. Perhaps their greatest joy in 
life is being with and caring for their two precious children. 
      Brooke is still grateful for the help that the Linly Heflin provided 
in her time of financial need. In her words: “Growing up in an 
economically disadvantaged family, Linly Heflin helped provide me 
with the freedom to achieve my academic goals, which eventually led 
to my becoming a family doctor. It also helped relieve the pressure of 
making ends meet for a family with children in college. I am forever 
grateful for the blessings that the Linly Heflin Scholarship program has 
provided to me and my family.”

Brooke and Pamela at 
Homecoming at Collinsville 

High School

Brooke in her office in the Bay 
Care Medical Group in Palm 

Harbor, Florida
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Pamela and Daniel were married in 2014

Dan proposed to Pamela at the 
edge of the Grand Canyon

Pamela and Dan hiking near Niagara Falls

Rehearsal dinner L-R: Beverly Shepard, 
Brooke, Pamela and Bill Shepard

Pamela and Brooke

Pamela and Dan with baby NoellePamela and Danny at Montserrat 
Spain 2016

In May 2004 Pamela graduated from the 
University of Alabama with a B.S. in Biological 

Sciences, summa cum laude.

Pamela and Brooke at a 
University of Alabama 

football game

“Educate a woman and you educate a 
family” means so much to me now as I 
have my own infant daughter, and wish 
to shape her into a strong, thoughtful, 
and accomplished young lady.”

By Katy Terry

Pamela is active in several professional and service organizations, including the Georgia Optometric 
Association and the Greater Atlanta Optometric Association, of which she has served as president.

Pamela became intrigued with 
Optometry. She had been 

nearsighted all her life, and realized 
how important good vision was to a 
person’s well-being and happiness.

These responsibilities may not always have been easy and pleasant, 
but probably helped both girls to acquire the admirable work ethic that 
each has displayed.
     Pamela was an outstanding student, like her sister, and made 
nothing but A’s on her report cards.  With seemingly boundless energy, 
she was involved in numerous extracurricular activities. During her years 
at Collinsville High School she served as president of her class, as well 
as of the Beta Club and F.B.L.A. She was the head cheerleader, played on 
the volleyball team, edited the yearbook, served on the Student Council, 
and competed in the Scholar’s Bowl.  A devout Christian, she also found 
time to participate in both Methodist and Baptist youth groups.  During 
the summer preceding her senior year in high school, she was awarded 
a Rural Health scholarship. Getting a college education had always been 
a “given” with Pamela, and spending six weeks on the University of 
Alabama campus cemented her desire to go there.  
       During Pamela’s senior year she began planning ahead for college, 
and applied for several scholarships. Her impeccable school records 

paid off, and she was thrilled to be awarded a Presidential Scholarship, 
which funded her tuition. She was also grateful when a Linly Hefin 
scholarship provided for her living expenses.  In May of 2000, 
Pamela’s parents proudly watched her graduate as Valedictorian of her 
Collinsville High School Class.
     In the fall of 2000, Pamela entered the University of Alabama’s 
pre-med program, choosing biology as her major. Once again, her 
outstanding scholarship skills earned her a nearly perfect record of 
straight A’s, and A+’s, (marred by a single B+ in a physics class!)  She 
served as an ambassador for the Honors Program, and was a member 
of the Parker-Adams arts and sciences experiential living and learning 
center. Similar to her sister, Brooke, she also found time to supplement 
her income by filling various jobs on campus. She particularly enjoyed 
participating in a study abroad program one summer.  Assigned to the 
University of Aberystwyth in Wales, she earned credits in ecology and 
Welsh history and took the opportunity to visit England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, and several other European countries. 
      Sometime during her college days, Pamela began to change her 
career goals. She realized that becoming a physician and being around 
hospitals frequently did not particularly attract her. Instead, she became 
intrigued with Optometry. She had been nearsighted all her life, and 
realized how important good vision was to a person’s well-being and 
happiness. The field of optometry seemed to offer a satisfying career 
choice, as well as the opportunity to help others with various eyesight 
problems. In the spring of 2004, she was inducted into Phi Beta Kappa 
honorary society, and in May she graduated from Alabama with a B.S. 
in Biological Sciences, summa cum laude. That fall, she entered the 

UAB School of Optometry, and subsequently spent four years of intensive 
study in her chosen field. Once again she made flawless grades, and was 
elected to membership in the Gold Key and Beta Sigma Kappa honor 
societies, and received a number of other prestigious awards. She also 
found time to provide much needed eye care in a rural area of Tennessee 
and in the Dominican Republic with a volunteer organization called 
VOSH.  In May, 2008, her family once again attended a graduation and 
applauded as Pamela received her Doctor of Optometry degree.
     The next step in Pamela’s career took her to Atlanta, where she spent 
a year as a resident in ocular disease with the Omni Eye Services of 
Atlanta. Here, she received training in administering eye examinations 
and in caring for post-surgical patients, as well as those afflicted with 
various eye diseases. During this time she provided on-call, after hours 

care for patients of over 400 Optometrists in the 
Atlanta area.  Following this year of training, 
Pamela was invited to join the Tulman Eye 
Group in Lithia Springs, Georgia, where she 
has remained for the past eight years.  As one 
of three Doctors of Optometry and twenty 
other employees in the clinic, she provides 
ophthalmic care for patients of all ages.  She 
generally sees fifteen to twenty patients each 
day, and is responsible for writing prescriptions 
for eyeglasses, for fitting contact lenses, and for 
providing care for patients with such problems 
as glaucoma, diabetes, and ocular emergencies. 
In addition to her clinical work, Pamela is active 
in several professional and service organizations, 

including the Georgia Optometric Association and the Greater Atlanta 
Optometric Association, of which she has served as president.
     Pamela is more than satisfied with her successful career, and likes 
living in the greater Atlanta area. She 
greatly enjoys being outside, and her 
favorite activities include hiking in the 
nearby mountains and running. She has 
participated in various events, including 
a number of 5-K races and half-
marathons. In 2014 her free and easy 
life style underwent some changes (for 
the better, of course), when she married 
her fiance’ Dan Schagren. The couple 
first met in 2008 at a tailgate party held 
before an Alabama-Georgia football game in Athens.  After several 
years of courtship, Dan proposed to her in a romantic setting next to the 
Grand Canyon.  They both love to travel, and last year enjoyed a trip to 
Spain. Their travel days may be slightly curtailed for a time, however, for 
they welcomed their first child, Noelle, in January 2017.  Both Pamela 
and Dan are thrilled with being parents. Dan is a good Dad, and Pamela 
tells us that little Noelle has brought more joy into her life than she can 
imagine. 
     Pamela wants Linly Heflin to know that she is still grateful for the 
help that they provided in her time of need. She writes:  “I am a proud 

past recipient of the Linly Heflin scholarship. It means so much 
to be a member of a sisterhood of such distinguished women. My 
grandmothers and mother always impressed upon me the importance 
of a strong educational background. The Linly Heflin scholarship 
allowed me to pursue my educational goals that ultimately led me 
to a career as an optometrist, where I can truly change people’s lives 
by caring for their vision and their health. The Linly Heflin motto of  
“Educate a woman and you educate a family” means so much to me 
now as I have my own infant daughter, and wish to shape her into a 

strong, thoughtful, and accomplished young lady.”
      The Linly Heflin is glad indeed to have helped both Pamela 
and Brooke to achieve their lofty ambitions. We also wish to 
offer our congratulations to their parents, Bill and Beverly, 
whose example and wise parenting helped to produce such an 
outstanding pair of young women.  

Dr. Pamela Shepard Schagren tells us that she has always admired and 
looked up to her older sister, Brooke.  As with many siblings, there 
were sometimes disagreements between the two.  However, these are 
now totally forgotten, and the sisters are best friends, and try to be 
together as often as possible. 
     Along with Brooke, Pamela has happy memories of growing up on 
the farm. She has always loved the outdoors and particularly enjoyed 

being around the animals. There 
were several horses on their farm, 
and for a while horseback riding was 
her favorite activity. Unfortunately, a 
bad experience riding a neighbor’s 
runaway horse cooled her love of 
the sport!  Pamela and Brooke also 
enjoyed visiting nearby Little River 
Canyon, and swimming and boating in 
Weiss Lake.  From their earliest years, 
both girls were expected to help their 
parents with chores around the farm. 

Optometrist

Dr. Shepherd, Dr. Saadat and Dr. Tulman of the Tulman Eye Group 
in Lithia Springs, Georgia

Dr. Pamela Shepard Schagren, O.D.

Pamela in Capetown, 
South Africa

Pamela’s birthday

L-R: Bill and Beverly Shepard, Pamela, her sister 
Brooke, and her husband, Lance Orr.

Brooke was Chief Majorette and Pamela was head cheerleader at 
Collinsville High School
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Pamela receved her 
Doctor of Optometry 
from UAB, May 2008

Pamela before the 2015 
Peachtree Road Race



The Dunn French Foundation Scholarship

The Linly Heflin Unit    13 Office Park Circle    Birmingham, AL  35223   (205) 871-8171   www.linlyheflin.org

Brianna Arriga* Tina Bowden Haven Dates* Rose EnfingerAlyssa Drawhorn

Caitlyn Evatt* Jade Gilliam Milly Gothard Olivia HarrellKayla Hancock

Savannah Holland Salee Kennedy* Katelyn Lambert

Tori Owens

Kendal Lambert

Jelecia Patterson Ashley Remmel* Bree Rooks

Allie Smith

Kendra Seeley

Lizbeth Jacome

Raine Taylor Jessica Tolbert Sydney WillifordRachel Watts

The Linly Heflin Unit    13 Office Park Circle    Birmingham, AL  35223     (205) 871-8171     www.linlyheflin.org

The Dunn French Foundation 
Scholarship
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Brianna Arriga* Tina Bowden Haven Dates* Rose EnfingerAlyssa Drawhorn

Caitlyn Evatt* Jade Gilliam Milly Gothard Olivia HarrellKayla Hancock

Savannah Holland Salee Kennedy* Katelyn Lambert

Tori Owens

Kendal Lambert

Jelecia Patterson Ashley Remmel* Bree Rooks

Allie Smith

Kendra Seeley

Lizbeth Jacome

Raine Taylor Jessica Tolbert Sydney WillifordRachel Watts

Each spring the Scholarship Committee interviews and selects the new recipients. The criteria used include 
high G.P.A.s, ACT and SAT scores, extracurricular activities, proof of need for financial help, and the overall 

impression the candidates make during the interviews.

Congratulations to our New Linly Heflin 
Scholarship Recipients for 2017

The Helen Poynor Crabtree Scholarship

Named scholarships are established by a gift of $15,000 
to the Linly Heflin Scholarship Trust Fund. Some donors 
choose to give a lump sum, and others spread out their 
giving over a number of years. 

In appreciation of the work Linly Heflin has done, this scholarship is 
given by John W. Poynor in honor of his niece Helen Poynor Crabtree 
whose grandmother and mother have served as past Presidents.

President
First Vice President
Second Vice President
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer
Project Treasurer
Scholarship Chair
Scholarship Co-Chair
Scholarship Trust Fund

Linly Heflin Officers 2017-2018
Libba Williams 
Susan Allison
Lochrane Smith
Sumner Starling
Dorothy Tayloe
Sheri Perry
Pam Pritchard
Becky Mason
Kathy Hoskins
Babs Quinn

New Linly Heflin Trust Fund Named 
Scholarships

Linly Heflin has an administrative 
account, funded solely by membership 
dues, that pays all administrative 
expenses. Volunteers do all of our 
labor. Over 3,000 scholarships, 
totalling over $5,000,000, have been 
awarded. This year Linly Heflin has 84 
full scholarship recipients who each 
receive $5,000 per year and 5 one–
time grant recipients at 17 different 
4-year accredited Alabama colleges 
and universities.

Welcome to the 59th annual 
Linly Heflin Scholarship Fashion 
Show.  The Linly Heflin Unit was 
founded in 1919, and since 1923 
our organization has focused on 
the mission of educating young 
women all over the state of Alabama 
through scholarships.  As we 
approach our 100th anniversary, 
through the generosity of our 
sponsors and supporters, Linly 

Libba Williams

Heflin has been able to increase our scholarships to 
$5,000 per scholar per year.  During our long history, Linly 
Heflin has had the privilege of helping educate thousands of 
women.  Our mission statement remains “Educate a woman 
and you educate a family.”  This year we have 84 scholars 
and 5 grant recipients attending 17 colleges and universities 
within our state.  Many thanks for your support and for 
your presence at this year’s Linly Heflin Scholarship Fashion 
Show.
One final note, I would like to thank the Terry family, 
especially our own Katy Terry for all the many years she has 
dedicated to researching, writing and printing this newsletter 
about our scholars.  We also specifically thank Katy’s 
daughter, Anne Hicks, for her tireless work alongside her 
mother.  This will be their final issue of the newsletter. We 
are planning to continue spotlighting our scholars periodically 
through our website. The Linly Heflin Unit thanks the Terry 
family for their commitment and generosity over so many 
years.

President of the Linly Heflin Unit

Letter from the President

Learn more about the 
Linly Heflin scholarship, 
purchase tickets for the 

Scholarship Fashion 
Show, read past 

newsletters, and much 
more. 

Our thanks to Midge 
Miller!

Check out our website:

www.linlyheflin.org
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The Linly Heflin Unit was treated 
to a preview of the fashion show 
at the September meeting. Brit-
tany Jones of Gus Mayer narrated 
as members 
modeled fall fashions from the 
Gus Mayer store at the Summit.

Gus Gus
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Photos by Albert Barrett Hicks and Katherine Anne Hicks

Linly Heflin Scholarship  
Fashion Show 2016

The 58th Annual Linly Heflin Scholarship Fashion Show 
fundraiser was held on Wednesday evening, October 
5, 2016 at The Club. Guests enjoyed a cocktail supper 
on the terrace with stunning views of the Birmingham 
skyline, and throughout The Club.  

Co-Chairs Leigh Hancock and Taylor Davis worked with 
Birmingham clothier, Gus Mayer, to delight the audience 
with beautiful fall fashions from their store at the Summit. 
Rachel Zoe was the featured designer and the show, held 
in the Grand Ballroom, was produced by Tracy James of 
ChicMadeSimple, with Wendy Garner as the emcee for 
the evening. 

An unparalleled fixture in the fashion world, Rachel Zoe 
is a distinguished stylist, editor and designer, renowned 
for her effortless take on glamour. Having immersed 
herself in fashion and design for nearly two decades, 
Rachel has been heralded as one of the most influential 
forces working in fashion today.

Photos by Barrett and Anne Hicks

Speaker: Greta 
Lambert

Emcee Wendy 
Garner

L-R: Brittany Jones, Store Manager of Gus Mayer, 
Herman Heinle, President of Gus Mayer, Leigh 
Hancock and Taylor Davis
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The Linly Heflin Unit was treated to a preview of 
the fashion show at the September meeting. Brittany 
Jones of Gus Mayer narrated as members modeled fall 
fashions from the Gus Mayer store at the Summit.

L-R: Katherine Cox, 
Elizabeth Hubbard, Leigh 
Hancock, Walton Foster, 
and Gus Mayer store 
manager Brittany Jones

summa cum laude

valedictorian 

59th Annual Linly Heflin Scholarship Fashion Show

and the many individuals who contributed 
generously, and especially our...

 2017 Sponsors

We wish to thankThe 59th Annual Linly Heflin Scholarship Fashion 
Show fundraiser is set for Wednesday night, October 
18, 2017 at The Club. Co-Chairs Taylor Davis and 
Walton Foster announced that the Cocktail Gala 
and Runway Fashion Show Event will feature the 
fashions of HAUTE HIPPIE & Gus Mayer, with a 
special appearance by HAUTE HIPPIE head designer, 
Creative Director Cady Vaccaro. We are grateful that 
Birmingham clothier, Gus Mayer, will continue its 
more than 30 year partnership with the Linly Heflin 
Unit.

Thomas E. Jernigan Foundation
Anonymous (2)

Ebsco, Inc.
Gus Mayer

Haute Hippie Creative Director 
Cady Vaccaro

our chic partner for 
over thirty years

L-R: Herman Heinle, president of Gus 
Mayer,  Brittany Jones, Store Manager of 

Gus Mayer, Taylor Davis and Walton Foster 

magna cum laude
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Cady Vaccaro was intrigued by fashion at a very 
young age, having observed the transformative effect 
that clothing often has on a woman, allowing her to 
express emotions and moods without saying a single 
word. With a personality of a dreamer and romantic, 
the New York native and global traveler is constantly 
inspired by vintage music, art, culture and explor-
ing all that life has to offer. Her designs tell universal 
stories about the journeys that shape us - from travel 
to how we express our identities. As a Fashion Insti-
tute of Technology graduate, Vaccaro launched her 
fashion career and was quickly recognized as one of 
the nation’s rising design stars. After graduating from 
FIT, Vaccaro accepted a position at Alice & Olivia, 
where she spent over 10 years directly impacting one 
of the nation’s most successful retail brands as Senior 
Design Director.  After more than a decade of hon-
ing her design skills, she began contemplating the 

featuring

cum laude

Cady Vaccaro
and

dream shared by every young designer of launching her own label when the Haute Hippie 
opportunity came along. It is a role that fits her innate fashion sense and ability to infuse the 
essence of early 70’s rock muse meets modern-day gypset luxe perfectly. Vaccaro accepted 
the role as the new Creative Director for the Haute Hippie label in 2015 with a desire to 
continue delivering upon the founder’s original creative DNA, while adding her own design 
imprint to the label. Her designs pull from a wide range of global and urban references that 
mix soft and feminine styles with strong detailed, embroidered and print elements - all of 
which inspire the Haute Hippie woman to combine and layer the pieces to develop her 
own look. There is nothing more meaningful to Vaccaro than when a consumer shares their 
personal story of why they wore a design of hers to an important life event. 

Anonymous  (1)
Brasfield & Gorrie

Burr and Forman LLP
Jemison Investment Company, Inc.

Lyndra P. Daniel
Ladd Management Real Estate Company

McConnell, White & Terry
Red Diamond, Inc.

American Cast Iron and Pipe
Anonymous (1) 

Bradley, Arant, Boult, Cummings Foundation
Robert M. Cobb

Cameron and Derrill Crowe
DeBardeleben Foundation

Eddleman Properties
Featheringill Foundation 

Alison M. Gorrie in Honor of Pam Pritchard and Ellen Walker
Julie Goyer

Leigh H. Hancock in Honor of Taylor Davis and 
the 2016 Fashion Show Committee

Jeanette K. Hancock 
Junior League of Birmingham

Lynn and Benny LaRussa
Patricia Hall Linton

McGriff, Seibels, & Williams, Inc.
Jane McGriff Graphic Design
Medical Properties Trust, Inc.

Jean K. Oliver
In Memory of Agnes Payne Perry by her family

Douglass Porter in Memory of Susan Douglass Smith
Ray and Poynor

Penny and Ruffner Page
Murray T. Priester in Honor of Lynn O. Tutwiler

Minnie H. Rast
Regions Financial Corporation

Dorothy Tayloe
Susan and Hugh Thomas
Thompson Foundation

Viva Health Inc.
Vulcan Industrial Contractors
Vulcan Materials Company
Libba and Turner Williams

1919 Investment Counsel
Dunn/French Foundation

Protective Life Corporation
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