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participating in the school’s drama program.  Under the direction of 
her excellent teacher, Mrs. Nell Salamone, Greta performed in and 
helped to produce plays. It was a wonderful, new world for her, and 
she began to think seriously about a career in theatre. For a brief 
period, at her mother’s urging, she considered going to UAB and dental 
school, but she ultimately decided to follow her heart, and in her 
senior year she registered for The University of Montevallo’s Theatre 
Program.  Realizing that she would need financial help for college 
expenses, she applied for, and was pleased to win, a Linly Heflin 
scholarship.  She also entered a work-study program with the drama 
department, where her duties included helping in the department 
office, building scenery, and creating costumes.                                      
        Greta was delighted with her drama classes, where she learned 
such basics as vocal technique, movement, mime, and creating 
character.  Best of all, she was able to perform in and help produce at 
least six plays each year.  She particularly enjoyed portraying Titania, 
the fairy queen, in Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream. In 
1978, her family was thrilled to watch her receive her Bachelor of 
Fine Arts degree in Theatre, magna cum laude. Greta next moved to 

Gainesville, Florida, where she entered the 
University of Florida’s Graduate School of 
Theatre and spent two happy, productive 
years gaining valuable training in all aspects 
of an acting career. During this time, she 

received the coveted Irene 
Ryan Award for an American 
College Theatre Festival 
performance at the Kennedy 
Center in Washington, D.C. In 
1980 she received her MFA in 
Acting from the University.
         Greta spent the next 
three years developing and 
refining her acting skills at 
the Roundhouse Theatre in 
Maryland, followed by a 
year with the famous Folger 
Shakespearean Theatre in 
Washington, D.C., where she 
earned her union status (a 

Greta was a Hueytown 
High School cheerleader

vital necessity for all aspiring actors). Greta then moved to New York 
City where theaters from all over the United States go to select their 
casts. During the next seven years, she performed in cabarets and plays 
in the city, and as a guest artist in theaters all over the U.S.  In 1985, 
Greta was asked to participate in the inauguration of Montgomery’s new 
Alabama Shakespeare Festival Theatre by playing the role of Titania, the 
fairy queen, in A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  It was a role Greta had 
always loved, having performed it in her student days at Montevallo. Her 
commanding performance brought accolades from all quarters. Overall, 
it was a spectacular, star-studded occasion, drawing such dignitaries as 
Casper Weinberger, Tony Randall, and Olivia de Havilland.   
          This event led to Greta’s later decision to return to her roots in 
Alabama, and she began spending several months each year performing 
at the ASF Theatre. In the early 1990s she had an interim stay in 

California, where she performed 
in several TV and movie roles. In 
1993 she changed her permanent 
residence to Alabama, and since 
then has filled multiple positions 
with the AFS. While remaining a 
permanent member of the Acting Company, 
she served as Associate  MFA Program 
Director from 2002 to 2008, training her 
fellow artists in script analysis, scene study, 
creating roles, and improvisation. In 2008, 
Greta took the position she now holds with 
ASF: Director of Education and Outreach.  
Her duties involve directing the ASF’s State 
Youth Theatre, the Acting Academy, the 
Summer Camps, the Acting Intern Company, 
and Teacher Seminars.  ASF offers classes and 
workshops in theatre and acting throughout 
the year, but summer is probably the busiest 

By Katy Terry

playing Cecelia in Shiloh 
Rules, a play about Civil 

War reenactors

season.  During June and July each 
year, Greta organizes and directs camps 
for students from fourth grade up to 
high school. There is a strong demand 
for all of the camps, and especially the 
high school spend-the-night camp.
         Since her initial performance 
with the ASF in 1985, Greta has 
played leading roles in a staggering 
130 productions. Shakespearean roles 
include: Lady Macbeth (her favorite), 

Greta and Rodney in Death of 
a Salesman (they played Willie 

and Linda Loman).

Greta teaching

Greta playing Cleopatra from 
Shakespeare’s Antony and 

Cleopatra

Wedding Day 1999

playing Lady MacBeth

Cleopatra in Antony and Cleopatra, Kate in The Taming of the Shrew, 
Rosalind in As You Like it, and Miranda in The Tempest, to name a few. 
Other plays include Driving Miss Daisy, A Streetcar named Desire, 
Death of a Salesman, Great Expectations, and Fair and Tender Ladies 
(another favorite). Rick Harmon, features editor of The Montgomery 
Advertiser calls her a “superb” actor, and writes: “For more than twenty 
years, she has given us performances so diverse that they’ve been linked 
only by their brilliance. She’s been cruel, kind, regal, witty, uncultured, 
humorless, passionate, cold, young, and old, but always believable.” 
ASF Director Geoffrey Sherman observes: “Greta is one of the best 
actors I have ever worked with.” 
         In addition to her roles with the ASF, Greta has performed in 
theatres all over the country. On one happy occasion in 1995, she met 
her future husband, Rodney Clark, during a production of To Kill a 
Mockingbird in St. Louis. Evidently, it was love at first sight, for Rodney 
soon found his way to Montgomery and ASF. They were married in 

1999, and have “lived 
happily ever after”! They 
have worked together on 
a number of productions, 

including Death of a Salesman, All 
My Sons, and To Kill a Mockingbird. 
Rodney’s favorite roles include 
Captain Hook in Peter Pan and Paul 
“Bear” Bryant in Bear Country, a 
hugely successful production, which 
brought large crowds to the theatre. 
His masterful portrayal of Scrooge in 
A Christmas Carol has drawn large 
crowds in recent seasons. Although 
their careers often bring hectic and 
demanding work schedules, both 
Greta and Rodney feel that their 
mutual love of acting has served to 
strengthen their love for one another. 

Greta - taking a “selfie” 
of Miss Prism from The 
Importance of Being 

Earnest

Shakespeare’s Much ado 
about Nothing, playing 

Beatrice.

In Greta’s first play at 
Montevallo, she played 
Titania, Fairy Queen, 
from A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, in 1974, 
which, ironically, was 
also the first play she 
did at the Alabama 
Shakespeare Festival in 
1985.  

In graduate 
school at 
University 
of Florida 
Greta did her 
thesis on the 
play Hedda 
Gabler. Here 
Greta plays 
Hedda.

         Sometimes highly successful 
people get tired of their jobs and decide 
to make changes in their careers.  Greta 
is definitely not one of these, and she 
remains just as dedicated and passionate 
about acting as when she first entered 
Montevallo years ago. Remembering 
her college days, she praises the theatre 
program, saying: “My professors taught 
me all the important acting basics such 
as vocal technique, movement, mime, 
and creating character. They also stressed 
the importance of a well-rounded theatre 
background by giving me experience in 
costuming, set construction, and lighting. 
It was at Montevallo that I developed my 
discipline, a trait vital for professional 

playing Daisy Hoke in Driving Miss Daisy

Greta in the one woman 
show Shirley Valentine

Greta’s grandmother, Margretta, 
sister, Jeri,  mother, Peggy, and Greta

growth.  Getting a scholarship allowed me to pursue my passion in 
the theatre as an actor, and I will always remain grateful for the Linly 
Heflin’s generosity.”  The Linly Heflin, in turn, is delighted to have 
played a small role in furthering the career of such an outstanding actor 
and educator who has brought inspiration and joy into the lives of 
countless students and theatre goers through the years.

Greta playing Blanche DuBois in Tennessee 
William’s A Streetcar Named Desire

Nationally recognized actor of stage and screen  
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It has been said that one of the keys to a 
successful career is having a passion for what 
one is doing.  This certainly holds true for 
Greta Lambert, nationally recognized actor 
of stage and screen.  Greta, who has had 
a spectacularly successful career, has the 
longest tenure of any actor with the Alabama 
Shakespeare Festival in Montgomery. She 
also serves as the Director of Education and 
Outreach for the organization. Greta has had 
a passion for acting and the theatre since her 
childhood years.  She remembers being cap-

tivated by all the spy shows on television when she was growing up. 
To quote her: “I was enthralled by all those characters who had funny 
accents and wore different costumes. I decided that’s what I wanted to 
do: I wanted to be a spy.” Later, she started reconsidering this decision, 
when she realized the danger involved in such an occupation. Instead, 
she discovered another career that seemed just as interesting as being 
a spy—acting. An actress could pretend to be someone else, and have 

thrilling adventures, while speaking in 
different voices, and wearing fabulous 
costumes.  Also, and more importantly, 
an actor would not have to face difficult, 
scary situations like an actual spy.
         Greta was born in Birmingham, but 
she moved to Alexandria, Virginia with 
her family at an early age. Here, she had 
her first exposure to the theatre when 
she participated in a kindergarten puppet 
show.  As a rather shy and withdrawn 

child, she remembers how much fun it was to forget her fears and 
pretend to be another character.  When Greta was thirteen, the family 
returned to Birmingham, settling in the Hueytown area. Greta’s favorite 
memories from junior high school were participating in plays and 
musicals and attending performances at the 
Birmingham Community Theatre.                                                                                          
       Greta was still painfully shy when she 
entered Hueytown High School; however, 
a public speaking course was a great help 
in bringing her out, and she went on to win 
several Civitan speech contests. In addition 
to making A’s in all of her classes, Greta 
participated in many campus activities. She 
enjoyed writing, and served on the yearbook 
staff and as an editor of the school newspaper. 
She particularly enjoyed being a cheerleader.  
Her favorite extracurricular activity by far was 

Greta Lambert
Greta has played leading roles in a staggering 130 productions. 

Greta with her husband, 
actor Rodney Clark

A magical moment happened in 1985: the Alabama Shakespeare 
Festival’s premiere season in Montgomery opened with a lavish 
production of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, with 
Olivia de Havilland, Tony Randall, and Secretary of Defense 

Caspar Weinberger in attendance.

Greta graduated 
magna cum laude 
from Montevallo 

in 1978

playing Ivy Rowe in Fair 
and Tender Ladies
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Jennifer 
Feltman
Fourth Year 
Medical Student

       Like our newest automobiles, Jennifer Feltman seems to have come into this 
world endowed with a self-starter button. From childhood on, she has found 
success in almost every important task she has undertaken. Now, as a fourth year 
student in the UAB School of Medicine, she is close to realizing her long term 
goal of becoming a physician.
       Jennifer attributes much of her success to her loving, supportive parents, 
Kerri and Mark LaTorre, who instilled in her the importance of having a good 
work ethic and  always finishing anything she started. Kerri tells us that Jennifer 
was consistently placed in gifted programs from first grade on. Throughout her 
years in Pinson Valley Elementary and Middle Schools, and Clay-Chalkville High 
School, she maintained a straight A average, (with the exception of one B in a 
physical education course in 6th grade, which she regrets to this day!)

       While athletics was never high on Jennifer’s priority list, she did excel in dancing classes, and took ballet 
and tap lessons throughout elementary and middle school years. She also honed her musical skills by playing 
clarinet in the middle school band. Another activity she enjoyed was membership in the Girl Scouts. She cher-
ishes memories of attending Camp Gertrude Coleman in Trussville, where she learned to love hiking, horse-
back riding, and canoeing. Jennifer tells us that she acquired many valuable life lessons belonging to a scout 
troop. Indeed, she states: “Being a Girl Scout set the background that I needed to become the person that I am 
today, and I am very grateful for that experience.” 

       Jennifer’s mother, Kerri, deserves much of the credit for her daughter’s 
positive experiences as a Girl Scout. In addition to her full time career as 
a C.P.A. with the IRS, she devoted her precious spare time to leading her 
daughter’s troop. Jennifer remains grateful that her father, Mark, taught her 
such practical skills as gardening and taking care of an automobile, making 
sure she knew how to change the oil and replace tires. Mark and Kerri have 
always been fond of the outdoors, and took Jennifer and her older brother, 

Jennifer and her brother, 
Joey, at Walt Disney World 

when she was five

Joey, on countless camping trips throughout the Southeast. Combined with the camping, they canoed such rivers as the 
Elk and Ocoee in Tennessee, and the Shenandoah in Virginia. Another important part of the LaTorre family’s life was 
their active membership in Clear Branch United Methodist Church where Kerri taught Sunday School, and Jennifer and 
Joey were involved in youth programs.
       In spite of the many happy occasions the family enjoyed through the years, there have been times of stress and 
trouble.  Joey, who is four years older than Jennifer, was diagnosed with epilepsy at the age of five. This has involved 

expensive medical care and multiple brain surgeries, and at the age of twelve Joey underwent a surgery 
that resulted in his right hand being disabled. In spite of his disabilities, Joey participated in Boy Scouts, 
earning the rank of Eagle Scout, and he graduated from high school with honors. He also earned a degree in 
Computer Science from Jeff State. Although he lives at home and depends upon his family’s support to some 
extent, he is now independently employed. The family’s deep Christian faith has been a sustaining force 
throughout this trying situation.
       Jennifer’s years at Clay-Chalkville High School brought one success story after another. She continued 

to excel in all of her classes, and also poured herself into multiple extracurricular activities, such as the Student Government 
Association, Mu Alpha Theta, the Spanish and Psychology clubs, Peer Helpers, F.B.L.A., and the National Honor Society.  She 
also participated in several beauty pageants that she testifies helped her to develop poise and self confidence. As if these 
activities were not enough to keep her busy, she held down two jobs during her junior and senior years, one as a receptionist 
at a beauty salon, and the other as a sales associate at a local clothing store. In her junior year, Jennifer was awarded the 
Jefferson State Community College Summer Studies Scholarship. Along with the courses she took at Jeff State, and her Dual 
Enrollment and AP courses, she accumulated an amazing 32 hours of college credit before she graduated from high school.
        When Jennifer was in elementary school she had dreamed of becoming a veterinarian, for she had always loved 
animals. However, in high school her priorities changed, and she started setting her sights on medical school. She particularly 
enjoyed studying science, and was fascinated by an honors human anatomy course offered by her school. Another factor that 

Evan proposed to 
Jennifer in front of her 

sorority

Family cruise to the Caribbean 
when Jennifer was 10 years old
L-R: Mark, Kerri, Joey, Jennifer

On May 4, 2012, Jennifer 
graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science in two fields, Biology and 
Psychology, both summa cum 
laude...  
...then, 2 weeks later, Jennifer and 
Evan Feltman, her high school 
sweetheart, were married.

influenced her was seeing the effects of her brother’s illness.  Her compassionate nature gave her 
a desire to help people with serious problems like her brother’s. In her senior year of high school 
Jennifer began to make plans for college. Realizing that her family’s finances had been drained by 
Joey’s medical bills, she applied for scholarship aid. Luckily, her stellar academic record resulted 
in her being awarded a full-tuition Presidential Scholarship by the University of Alabama. Still 
needing help, she was thrilled to receive a Linly Heflin Scholarship, which covered her room 
and board. In May of 2008, Jennifer’s family watched proudly as she received her high school 
diploma as number one in her class of 315. Her hard work and perseverance had earned her an 
amazing GPA of 4.59 out of 4.00.
        Jennifer’s success story continued at the University of Alabama. Entering the pre-med pro-
gram, she decided to pursue a double major in Biology and Psychology.  Under the guidance 

Jennifer’s mother was the 
leader of Jennifer’s Brownie 

Girl Scout troop.

Jennifer has chosen 
Emergency Medicine as 
her specialty. She looks 
forward to graduating in 
the Spring of 2017

of her professors, she did extensive research in both fields. To help with expenses, she obtained a tutoring position with the Tuscaloosa Board 
of Education, and also worked at a local dress shop.  Happily, Jennifer did not devote her entire time at Alabama to studying and working. She 
made many new friends by joining a sorority and participating in their activities.  Since her high school sweetheart, Evan Feltman, was also at 

Jazz/Dance, age 8Jennifer, age 3, with 
her mother, Kerri

Jennifer and a fellow medical 
school student worked at the 

medical tent at Talladega 
Superspeedway in 2015

Alabama, she was never at a loss for an escort to campus events.
        In spite of the attractions of campus life, Jennifer never got distracted from her goal of becoming a doctor, maintaining 
a straight-A average, and she applied to UAB Medical School in her senior year. Unfortunately, in spite of her excellent 
academic record, she was turned down. However, her interviewer encouraged her to add some clinical experience to her 
resume, and try again the next year. On May 4, 2012, after four happy and productive years at Alabama, she graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science in two fields, Biology and Psychology, both summa cum laude.  Exactly two weeks later, on 
May 18th, she and Evan were married in a 
beautiful outdoor setting. Her mother, Kerri, 
was not exactly thrilled with the crimson 
and white color scheme, (she is a staunch 
Auburn fan), but declared that the event was 
lovely in every way!
        Jennifer and Evan spent the next year 
settling into their new home in Hoover. 

L-R: Mark LaTorre (father), Jennifer, 
Joey LaTorre (brother) Kerri LaTorre 

(mother)In spite of Joey’s medical 
problems, Jennifer’s family 
has had many happy times 
together, including camping 
and canoeing trips.

Having graduated a year before Jennifer, Evan already had an established career in medical software.  Still holding on to her goal of going to 
medical school, Jennifer spent the year working in the emergency department at UAB Hospital, gaining valuable experience. The following 
spring her application was accepted, and she entered UAB Medical School in the fall of 2013.  She admits that the past three years have been 
both difficult and demanding.  Yet she has been served well by her disciplined habits of study and time management. One of the highlights of her 
medical school experience was accompanying a group of UAB faculty and medical students on a faith-based medical mission to the Dominican 
Republic. Because of her experience in UAB’s emergency department, she decided to choose Emergency Medicine as her specialty. This past 
summer she enjoyed being assigned to two emergency medical units, one in Phoenix, Arizona, and the other in Charlotte, North Carolina. She 
looks forward to graduating in the spring of 2017, and thus attaining the goal she set for herself so many years ago.
        In spite of the demands of medical school, life is good for Jennifer and Evan. Both are disciplined advocates of a healthy lifestyle, and go 
to their nearby gym at 5:30 most mornings for long workouts. Jennifer also runs nearly each day. They share a love for cooking, and take turns 
preparing healthful meals. Other activities include hiking at near-by Oak Mountain Park, and whitewater canoeing on the Ocoee River. Weekends 
often find them attending services at Church of the Highlands, where Evan is involved in many church projects. 
       When asked about the effect a Linly Heflin Scholarship has had on her life, Jennifer writes: “As a Linly Heflin scholarship recipient, I 
cannot overstate the impact your generous gift has had on my life. Without your contribution, pursuing a career in medicine would have been 
significantly more difficult. This gift allowed me to focus primarily on obtaining the grades necessary for acceptance into medical school. In 
addition, the scholarship enabled me to leave my undergraduate years without debt - a tremendous relief financially prior to beginning my 
medical education, where debt is an inevitability. I am forever indebted to the Linly Heflin, grateful to consider myself a Linly Heflin Scholar, and 
hope to always honorably represent your extraordinary organization.”  We feel confident that Jennifer will continue to achieve all of her ambitious 
goals, and that she and Evan will share an incredibly bright future.

One of the highlights of her 
medical school experience was 

a medical mission to the 
Dominican Republic

kindergarten

5th grade

Jennifer, age 16, with a 
new puppy

Jennifer, 6, in 
her Auburn 

cheerleader outfit

Realizing that her family’s 
finances had been drained 
by Joey’s medical bills, she 
applied for scholarship aid.
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Miracle graduated from UNA in 
May, 2016, with a double major 
in Accounting and Spanish, and a 

minor in International Studies

While studying at 
the University of 
Havana, Miracle 

witnessed the 
historic visits to 
Cuba of Pope 

Francis and 
President Obama

Miracle Osborne

“I am eternally grateful for your donation 
and pray that one day I am placed in a 
position to give back to students just as you 
have given to me.” By Shirley Elliott

Miracle’s ultimate goal is to pursue a career in international affairs through 
the United Nations or the United States Department of Foreign Services.

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the 
Lord, not for human masters.” – Colossians 3:23

accountant, interpreter, missionary, 
mentor, and future graduate student

draw people to her, only for them to quickly 
discover her drive to be the best at everything 
she does.  She is not ambitious for her own 
sake, but she exhibits a passion for others and 
a desire to help them be the very best at what 
they do.” 
        Miracle never forgot the lessons she 
learned from her move to a new city and new 

school: not only does she view being 
stretched beyond one’s comfort zone as 
an opportunity for personal growth, but 
with her compassionate heart, she has true 
empathy for those who struggle to adjust 
to new and uncomfortable situations. 
Beginning in high school, Miracle began 
to pour her energy and compassion into 
leadership and service activities with 
organizations such as the Boys and Girls 
Clubs, and during college, she began 
to volunteer with the local Hospice 
organization, and as a translator for the Salvation Army.
        The IB program at Austin High School provided Miracle with many 
opportunities to develop academically at the highest level. Miracle was 
determined to go to college, as she saw higher education as the way for 
her to fulfill her goals. She studied diligently throughout high school and 
applied for many scholarships, until she pieced together a package that 
would enable her to attend the University of North Alabama (UNA)’s 
honors program.  
        While in college, Miracle’s desire for international experience 
caught fire, and she sought opportunities to engage with other cultures 
on campus, as well as leadership and service roles which allowed her 
to develop a toolbox of skills.  She served as a high school Spanish 
tutor, a translator for the Salvation Army, and an English as Second 
Language assistant working 
with international students on 
the UNA campus.  Miracle 
raised financial and prayer 
support and travelled to Peru 
and Costa Rica for short-term 
mission work and to serve as 
an interpreter.  In addition, she 
served as a UNA Navigator (a 
student ambassador and mentor 
for international students), and participated in the Global Friendship 
Organization and the Hispanic Culture Organization, both outreach 
and educational organizations for international students.  Miracle was 
also an active member of Alpha Delta Chi sorority, holding at least one 
office each semester while she was on campus, including Co-Rush Chair, 
Missionary Chair, Scholarship Chair, Vice-President and Treasurer.   She 
continued to be involved with Grace River Community Church, serving 
as a counselor for the Youth Ministries and assistant to the youth minister, 
as well as working at Pine Cove Christian Camps during the summers.  
She held down various part-time jobs as a sales associate at Finish Line 
Sporting Goods, as an instructor at Sports Recreational Center and as 
a server and host at the Alabama Chanin and City Hardware cafés in 
Florence, Alabama.  She states that she loved being a waitress and saw 

each customer as an opportunity for service. 
        In her junior year of college, Miracle was 
awarded a Linly Heflin scholarship, which 
enabled her to study abroad twice during her 
college years, an experience she describes 
as “unforgettable”.  She spent the Spring 
semester of 2014 at Polytechnic University 
of Valencia, Spain, where she took business 
courses in Spanish and served as an English 
tutor for a university professor.  Even more 
exciting, Miracle spent the Spring semester 
of 2016 studying at the University of Havana, 
Cuba, where she witnessed the historic visits 
to Cuba of Pope Francis and President Barack Obama and interviewed 
college-aged Cubans about their perspectives regarding US-Cuban 
relations as research for her senior project.
        Somehow, Miracle also found time to excel academically and she 
earned Dean’s List honors for six semesters and was inducted into the 
Foreign Language, Business and Accounting Honor Societies.  In her last 
few semesters, Miracle also began taking French classes and is on her 
way to adding an additional foreign language to her repertoire.  Miracle 
graduated from UNA in May, 2016, with a double major in Account-

ing and Spanish, and a minor in International Studies, and she currently 
works as an accountant for ITW Sexton, a manufacturing company 
located in Decatur.  She plans to attend graduate school in international 
affairs and continue to increase her fluency in Spanish and additional 
foreign languages.  
        Upon meeting Miracle, it is impossible to miss her contagious 
optimism and her love of life, adventure and serving others. Her gift of 
empathy and strong communication and leadership skills enable her to 

quickly put others at ease.  Miracle’s ultimate 
goal is to pursue a career in international 
affairs through the United Nations or the 
United States Department of Foreign Services.  
It is not difficult to see her using her gifts to 
increase understanding and communication 
between those of different nationalities and 
cultures and to work with individuals in 
difficult situations here and abroad who need 
encouragement and assistance to improve 
their lives.  Miracle writes that it is “the ability to let go and not always 
feel or be in control that has influenced my perspective of the world 
and taught me the most regarding myself and the concept of life”.  She 
writes further that because of Linly Heflin, “I was able to afford my 
final two years of college…and I have more confidence in myself…I 
am eternally grateful for your donation and pray that one day, I am 

Havana, Cuba

LaGrange Society (student 
ambassadors of UNA)

placed in a position to give back to students just as you have given to 
me.  Your scholarship has been a form of academic encouragement for 
me and a reminder that people are supporting me and desire to see 
me be successful in life.”  It is too early 
to know just where Miracle will land, 
but there is no doubt this young woman 
has big dreams for the future.  It is clear 
that Linly Heflin’s investment in the next 
generation through Miracle Osborne will 
bear fruit, and it will be exciting to follow 
this bright, passionate young woman as 
she makes her mark on the world!

      Miracle was born in Mobile, 
Alabama, the youngest child of Virgie 
and Clyde Osborne.  By the time 
Miracle came along, her brother and 
sister were well into their teen years, 
and Miracle was a happy, late in life 
blessing to her family.  Miracle loved 
Mobile, her elementary school and 
her childhood friends, so she was 
crushed when her family left Mobile 
and moved to Decatur, Alabama.  
She describes the move to a new 

school at eleven years of age as a huge upheaval to her young spirit, but 
in hindsight, Miracle recognizes it as an important lesson in “finding 
comfort in the uncomfortable.”  
         Miracle gradually settled into her new home and school in De-
catur, and by the time she entered middle school, she was beginning 
to find her place in her new community.  Miracle began taking Spanish 
classes in middle school, and as she fell in love with learning about 
other cultures, the seeds were being planted for what would later be-
come a passion for international missions and development.  At Austin 
High School, Miracle participated in the International Baccalaureate (IB) 
Program where she was an excellent student and was selected for mem-
bership in the National Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta-Math Honor 
Society, and the National Spanish Honor Society. In addition to keeping 
up with her classes, Miracle was a member of the Key Club and served 
as an Austin Ambassador.  She loved playing on the school soccer team 
and performing in the Marching and Symphonic Band during all four 
years of high school, and she received the Academic Band Award for 
the highest grade point average.   
        Miracle joined Grace River Community Church in Decatur, and 
she soon found the church’s youth program to be a place of belonging 
and growth for her.  Eric Davis became her youth advisor when Miracle 
entered the 8th grade, and he remembers watching a “thoughtful and 
ambitious girl grow into a responsible and dedicated young woman”.   
After graduating from high school, Miracle began serving as a counselor 
in Grace River’s youth program as well as Pine Cove Christian Camps.  
Eric goes on to describe Miracle’s impact on the young women and 
men in the youth program: “Miracle is a great person to be around.  Her 
winning smile and seemingly laid-back personality are what initially 

Miracle with her parents, Virgie 
and Clyde Osborne

Miracle with her mother, 
Virgie Osborne

It has been said that we do not experience growth until we are pushed out of our comfort 
zone.  Linly Heflin scholar, Miracle Faith Osborne, took that idea to heart at an early age 
and she eagerly seeks opportunities to be stretched and challenged as she continues to 

become the person God has created her to be. 
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University of Montevallo College Night

       Dr. Byrd tells us that in his first year of teaching, Sandra Kircus, a 
senior chemistry major, happened to register for one of his classes.  As 
a young faculty member, he was just beginning to adjust to his new 
position, and had no plans to begin a research program until his second 
year. However, Sandra was tremendously enthused about chemistry and 
begged him to begin his research early, since she was in her final year. In 
his words: “Seeing her excitement, I started my program early, because 
I wanted to help her learn as much as possible. She was a fantastic 

researcher, and her perseverance in the lab led to my first publication 
at Montevallo in the spring of the year 2000. Sandra was a joy to work 
with, and taught me that teaching does not exist solely in the classroom, 
but through research as well.  Many students have researched with me 
throughout the years, but it all began with Sandra. I like to think that she 
has had a part in their learning as well.”

a whole new world opened up for her. She was one of those unusual 
children who love school from first grade on. She was an early reader, 

       Although Sandra Kircus was born 
in Texas, her family moved to Alabama 
when she was just a toddler, first settling 
in Moody, then later in Leeds. Sandra 
feels blessed that her parents, Gary and 
Deborah, established a happy, stable 
home for their three children: Sandra, 
her older brother, Robert, and her 
younger sister, Abigail. Sandra learned 
to love the outdoors at an early age. She 
often enjoyed taking long walks with 
her mother, and going fishing with her 
father. When she reached school age, 

Grand Canyon 2006

By Katy Terry
Sandra with her friend, Paula, before 

Paula’s wedding in 2013

One of her teachers at Leeds Elementary 
School questioned why she made a B and not 

an A in one subject. She resolved then and 
there to make only A’s, a resolution she kept all 

the way through high school.

and spent many happy hours at the school library. Without consciously 
trying, she usually made good grades on her report cards. However she 
remembers one of her teachers at Leeds Elementary School questioning 
why she made a B and not an A in one subject. She resolved then and 
there to make only A’s, a resolution she kept all the way through high 
school. Junior High memories include being on the track team, and 
participating in spelling bees, which she greatly enjoyed.
      Sandra liked every grade in school, but she was particularly happy 
during her years at Leeds High School.  She had an inquisitive mind, 
and fell in love with science classes, particularly chemistry. She also en-
joyed biology, math and English. With her well-rounded mind, she was 

Hiking in Pasadena 2004

Hiking at Torrey Pines National Park 2006

 In 2013 Sandra moved to Boston, and joined Genzyme, 
a pharmaceutical company that manufactures drugs 

that treat a number of rare diseases. As Regulatory 
Affairs Manager of Global RA CMC Biologics, she serves 

as the liaison between the company and the FDA.

asked to become a member of the Scholars’ Bowl team, and helped the 
school to compete successfully in many tournaments.  She also volun-
teered a great deal of time in the school’s tutoring program.  Encouraged 
by her teachers, in her junior year she made the important decision to 
attend college. Although no one in her family had ever been to college, 

her parents supported her ambition. Sandra then decided to earn money 
for college, and got a job as a cashier with a local pharmacy. Working 
after school and on weekends, she carefully saved as much as possible 
from her earnings. However, she did use some of her money to buy 
herself an old Chevy S-10 truck. In spite of its peeling paint job, it had 
a good engine, and provided her with much needed transportation until 
the end of her college years.                                                                                                                                          
      During Sandra’s senior year of high school, several exciting events 
occurred. First, she was named to the Homecoming Court, which 

she says was a lovely surprise!  Next, she was offered a full tuition 
scholarship to the University of Montevallo. At the same time, the 
Linly Heflin awarded her a scholarship which provided funding for 
her room and board. As the climax to her high school years, she 
was named Valedictorian of her class, an honor she richly deserved.                                                                                                                                        
         Sandra treasures her four years at Montevallo. She found the 
campus to be small and inviting, and the students were friendly. Best 
of all, she was delighted both with her courses and the professors. She 
decided to forego most of the tempting extracurricular activities in favor 
of excelling in her grades. She chose chemistry as her major, and English 
as her minor. Chemistry has always been her first love, and she calls 
it an amazing, beautiful science. She was initially drawn to chemistry 
because, unlike the arts she also loved, it was based in theory and proof.   
To supplement her income at school, Sandra worked as a Teacher’s Assis-
tant, and also held jobs as a cashier at Service Merchandise and Carmike 

Graduate school 2005 Bioinorganic 
Conference in Florence, Italy

Abigail, younger sister, Robert, older 
brother, and Sandra

Theatre.  After her junior year, she enjoyed a summer internship at 
the University of Florida. During her senior year, she was offered sev-
eral fellowships for graduate work and chose to accept an offer from 
the University of North Carolina. In the spring of 1997, her proud 
family gathered at Montevallo and witnessed her graduation, magna 
cum laude.
       The next four and a half years of Sandra’s life were spent in 
Chapel Hill, where she was immersed in the demanding process of 
classes, study, lab work and writing that is involved in the process of 
earning a Ph.D.  She enjoyed doing research under Dr. Holden Thorp 
and was pleased to have the opportunity to attend scholarly confer-
ences in such far-flung locations as San Diego, Los Angeles, Wash-

ington, D.C., and Florence, Italy.  One of the advantages of being in 
Chapel Hill was its proximity to the Blue Ridge Mountains, and Sandra 
and her colleagues spent many free days hiking on the beautiful trails.  
In December of 2001, her formal education was ended, and her friends      ...her perseverance in the lab led to my 

first publication at Montevallo in the spring 
of the year 2000...

and family applauded when she graduated with her Ph.D. in Inorganic 
Chemistry. 
       The next phase of her life began when she accepted a job as chem-
ist with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration in the Los Angeles area. 
Here, her primary duties involved conducting and directing lab proce-
dures to ensure that imported food and drug products met FDA regula-
tions. Once she settled in nearby Pasadena, she made many friends, 
and enjoyed such activities as singing in a community choir. For Sandra, 

subject she loved so much, and she felt  amply rewarded when some 
of her students later decided to major in chemistry.  Next, her career 
morphed into the field of drug regulation. She was employed as a 
regulatory manager for several pharmaceutical firms in the Raleigh-
Durham Research Triangle area, which included Wyeth Vaccines, 
Eurus Pharma, and Gorbec Pharmaceutical Services. In 2013 she 
moved to Boston, and joined Genzyme, a division of Sanofi, a global 
pharmaceutical company, which has 100,000 employees world-wide.  
Genzyme manufactures drugs that treat a number of rare diseases. As 

Regulatory Affairs Manager of Global RA CMC (Chemistry Manufactur-
ing and Controls) Biologics, she serves as the liaison between the com-
pany and the FDA. She is responsible for the global regulatory strategy 
of a  product made by the company. Sandra is pleased with her new 
location and considers Boston a fascinating city. She loves visiting the 
libraries and parks, and frequently hikes on the rail trails in the area.                                                                                                                                            
         The Linly HeflIn can be justly proud of having furthered the 
career of an outstanding scientist like Sandra. In a recent letter, she 
expressed her gratitude for our scholarship so many years ago: “ I want 
to thank the Linly Heflin for choosing me all those years ago to be a 
recipient. It was so incredibly helpful and supportive, not merely from 
the basic financials of it, but in the feeling that I could do this. It was 
a handshake, a push, or a nod that said: yes, I can go to school, not 

a major advantage of living in Pasadena was being able to look at the 
beautiful nearby Sierra Madre Mountains. She tells us that looking at 
mountains has always made her happy, and living in Pasadena gave her 
many opportunities to indulge in her favorite sport of hiking.
       After four years on the west coast, Sandra decided to move back to 

“
”

Sandra was named Valedictorian 
of her high school class.

UM graduation with friends 1997

North Carolina. She had enjoyed her position with the FDA, but felt that 
working in a lab was not her goal for the rest of her life. She spent the 
next two years as an adjunct professor at Durham Community College, 
where she enjoyed teaching basic chemistry to non-chemistry students. 
Her underlying goal was to help them to understand and appreciate the 

Next, Sandra’s career morphed into the 
field of drug regulation.

Sandra with Einstein 
(Washington, D.C.)

do the expected, but venture 
into a new way and world of 
which I knew nothing—-except, 
of course, I wanted to do it. As 
someone who was the first in 
my family to go to college and 
paid for the means myself, both 
financial and emotional support 
was everything to me.  I thank 
the Linly Heflin for being there 
when I needed it.” 

In December of 2001 Sandra was awarded 
a Ph.D. in Inorganic Chemistry

It is very rare for a college professor to be inspired and influenced by one of his 
students, however, Dr. Houston Byrd, Chair of Biology, Chemistry and Mathematics 
at the University of Montevallo, recalls having just such an experience.

Sandra accepted a job as chemist with the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration in the Los Angeles 

area, where she enjoyed frequent hikes in the 
Sierra Madre Mountains.

Sandra spent the next two years as an adjunct 
professor at Durham Community College, NC, 

where she enjoyed teaching basic chemistry to 
non-chemistry students.

In Pasadena, Sandra enjoyed singing in a community choir.

Arches National Park 2006

In May1997 Sandra graduated magna cum laude 
from Montevallo with a major in Chemistry and a 

minor in English.

In her Junior year, Sandra made the decision 
to attend college, although no one in her 

family had ever been to college

Hiking in California

Sandra Kircus, Ph.D.

The Linly Heflin Unit   13 Office Park Circle   Birmingham, AL  35223   (205) 871-8171  www.linlyheflin.org 98 The Linly Heflin Unit   13 Office Park Circle   Birmingham, AL  35223   (205) 871-8171  www.linlyheflin.org



Smith Sinrod

Hannah Atkins

*1-year Grant Recipients

Rhonnie Bonner* Tina Bowden* Darmarea Burge Marti Coefield

Kayleigh Hudson

Mary Claire Carlton

Rachel Jackson* Dipshikha KC

Alyssa SuddithBry Smith*

Autumn Terry

Wendy NguyenAlex LintonRhiannon Langham*

Mikaela Wade*

Bailey Garrett

Ricketha Kirksey

Jenna White*Tayla Thompson*

Rachel Pendergrass Elena Ritchey*

Krista Sanders

Emylee Tull*

Maggie Shorter*Natasha Selmon Taylor Shivers

Jada Foy Amy Garcia

Ashley Walden

This scholarship was established by a bequest under the will of Jean R. Tomlimson to 
the Linly Heflin Unit which she dearly loved and respected. 

The Jean R. Tomlinson Scholarship

Named scholarships are established by a gift of $15,000 to the Linly Heflin 
Scholarship Trust Fund. Some donors choose to give a lump sum, and others 
spread out their giving over a number of years. 

The William F.  and Joan M. Edmonds Scholarship
This scholarship was established by a bequest from the estates of Bill Edmonds and 
his wife, Joan Edmonds, a past president of the Linly Heflin Unit, in support of the Linly 
Heflin Unit’s goal of furthering the education of deserving young Alabama women.

Linly Heflin has an administrative account, funded solely by membership dues, that pays all administrative expenses. 
Volunteers do all of our labor. Over 3,000 scholarships, totalling over $5,000,000, have been awarded. This year Linly 
Heflin has 98 full scholarship recipients and 11 one–time grant recipients at 18 different 4-year accredited Alabama 

colleges and universities.

Linly Heflin Scholarship Luncheon
and Fashion Show 2015 The 57th Annual Linly Heflin Scholarship Luncheon and Fashion 

Show fundraiser was held on Wednesday, October 14, 2015 at 
the Sheraton Birmingham Hotel Civic Center Ballroom.

Co-Chairs Sue Ellen Lucas and Leigh Hancock worked with 
Birmingham clothier, Gus Mayer, to delight the audience with 
beautiful fall fashions from their store at the Summit. Smith 
Sinrod, Owner/Designer of by SMITH was the featured designer. 
 
Smith Sinrod, a graduate of The University of Alabama’s Apparel 
Design program, launched her eponymous line in Spring 2010 
as a contemporary women’s collection of sophisticated and chic 
dresses and separates. by SMITH is recognizable for handpainted 
prints, vibrant colors and bold geometric patterns that place a 
spin on classic looks.
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Speaker:  Dr. Lisa 
Williams, M.D.

Smith Sinrod
Smith Sinrod with Olivia, a 
current scholarship recipient

Meg McGuffin, 
Miss Alabama 2015
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President
First Vice President
Second Vice President
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer
Project Treasurer
Scholarship Chair
Scholarship Co-Chair
Scholarship Trust Fund

Linly Heflin Officers 2016-2017
Kay Grisham 
Libba Williams
Midge Miller
Holly Goodbody
Suzanne Chenoweth
Sheri Perry
Pam Pritchard
Patti Badham
Becky Mason
Babs Quinn

Each spring the Scholarship Committee interviews and selects the new recipients. The criteria used include high G.P.A.s, ACT and SAT scores, 
extracurricular activities, proof of need for financial help, and the overall impression the candidates make during the interviews.

Congratulations to our New Linly Heflin Scholarship Recipients for 2016

Check out our website:
www.linlyheflin.org

Learn more about the Linly Heflin scholarship, purchase tickets for the 
Scholarship Fashion Show, read past newsletters, and much more! 

Our thanks to Midge Miller

New Linly Heflin Trust Fund Named Scholarships

Newsletter Editor: Katy Terry
Graphic Artist and Co-editor: Anne Hicks
Writer and Assistant Editor: Shirley Elliott
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Welcome to the 58th Annual Linly Heflin Scholarship 
Fashion Show.  We are pleased that you are able to 
join us and hope that you will enjoy our new venue 
and style.  While we are excited about the changes 
in our fashion show, our commitment to our mission 
statement “Educate a Woman and you Educate a 

Kay Grisham

Family” remains the same.  Through your generosity, and that of our 
sponsors, we are currently able to support 109 women, attending 18 
state universities and colleges, with scholarships and grants. As we 
approach our 100th anniversary, we can look back and see that we 
have supported over 3,000 women in their dreams of furthering 
their education.  We thank you for your continued support in helping 
these women achieve their goals.

Kay Grisham
President of the Linly Heflin Unit
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Letter from the President

summa cum laude
Protective Life Corporation

salutatorian

valedictorian

58th Annual Linly Heflin Scholarship Fashion Show

and the many individuals who contributed 
generously, and especially our...

 2016 Corporate Sponsors

We wish to thank

The 58th Annual Linly Heflin Cocktail 
and Scholarship Fashion Show 
fundraiser is set for Wednesday night, 
October 5, 2016 at The Club.
Co-Chairs Leigh Hancock and Taylor 
Davis announced Rachel Zoe as the 
featured designer and Birmingham 
clothier, Gus Mayer, will continue its 
more than 30 year partnership with the 
Linly Heflin Unit.

Anonymous (2)
EBSCO, Inc.
Gus Mayer

Thomas E. Jernigan Foundation

Rachel Zoe

our chic partner for 
over thirty years

The Linly Heflin Unit was treated to 
a preview of the fashion show at the 
September meeting. Brittany Jones of 
Gus Mayer narrated as members 
modeled fall fashions from the Gus 
Mayer store at the Summit.

L-R: Walton Foster, Katherine Cox, 
Gus Mayer store manager Brittany 
Jones, Happy Anthony, Margie Gray 
and Elizabeth Hubbard

L-R: Taylor Davis, Leigh Hancock, Herman 
Heinle, president of Gus Mayer, and Brittany 

Jones, Store Manager of Gus Mayer

Anonymous (2)
Brasfield & Gorrie
Burr and Forman

Dunn Investment Company
Jemison Investment Company

Jolly Family Fund
McConnell, White & Terry

Red Diamond, Inc.
Schreiber, LLC

UAB Administration

magna cum laude
1919 Investment Counsel, LLC
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RACHEL ZOE

An unparalleled fixture in the fashion world, Rachel 
Zoe is a distinguished stylist, editor and designer, 
renowned for her effortless take on glamour. Having 
immersed herself in fashion and design for nearly 
two decades, Rachel has been heralded as one of the 
most influential forces working in fashion today. As 
a Los Angeles-based stylist, her illustrious career has 
flourished as she has continually proven herself to be 
an integral part in shaping fashion and the images of 
Hollywood celebrities. As well as a style expert and 
authority in the realms of fashion, beauty and lifestyle, 
Rachel is respected for her comprehensive knowledge 
of vintage, haute couture and contemporary design. 
Today, as a designer, she makes her exceptional taste 
and expertise accessible to her growing audience.

featuring

cum laude
Anonymous (2)
Air Engineers

American Cast Iron Pipe Company
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings

Cahaba Limited Partnership
Bill D. Eddleman

Ellen Padgett Creative, LLC
The Featheringill Foundation
Junior League of Birmingham

Lynn and Benny LaRussa
McGriff Seibels & Williams, Inc.

ON Event Services
Regions Financial Corporation

Royal Cup Coffee
St. Vincent’s Ascension Health Ministry

Vulcan Industrial Contractors
Vulcan Materials Company

Welch Advised Fund 

scholarship grant donors
Dell and Dixon Brooke

EBSCO, Inc.
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